DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND
FAMILY SERVICES
The Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) began operations on
December 1, 1984. The Department’s 9,000+ staff provides legally mandated Emergency Response, Family
Maintenance, Family Reunification, Permanent Placement and Adoptions services to children and families in
its 20 Regional offices throughout the County.
VISION
Safe Children, Healthy Families, Strong Communities.
MISSION
The Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services promotes child safety and well-being
by partnering with communities to strengthen families, keeping children at home whenever possible, and
connecting them with stable, loving homes in times of need.
GUIDING PRINCIPLES:
•

Stabilize and Preserve Families

•

Family Reunification

•

Permanency and Lifelong Relationships

Child Welfare Services/Case Management System (CWS/CMS) Outcomes System
Child Welfare Services/Case Management System (CWS/CMS) Outcomes System, formerly known as
The Child Welfare System Improvement and Accountability Act (AB 636) began on January 1, 2004, and
outlines how California counties are held accountable for ensuring the safety, permanency and well-being
of children served by child welfare agencies. This statewide accountability system focuses on the reporting
and measurement of results achieved for children. AB 636 improves services for children through supporting
state and county partnerships; requiring counties to publicly share their results for children and families and
collaborate with community partners; mandating county-specific system improvement plans; and encouraging
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interagency coordination and shared responsibility
for families.
The goals of the CWS/CMS Outcome System
implementation are as follows:
•

Protect children from abuse and neglect.

•

Maintain children safely in their own homes,
whenever possible.

•

Achieve Permanency and stability for children in
their living situations.

•

Preserve continuity of family relationships and
connections for children.

•

Enhance the capability of families to provide for
their children’s needs.

•

Ensure children receive appropriate services to
meet their educational needs.

•

Ensure children receive adequate services to
meet their physical and mental health needs.

•

Prepare youth aging out from foster care to
transition to adulthood.

CWS/CMS is the system child welfare uses in
the state of California to track system outcomes.
Performance indicators measuring progress toward
these goals include: recurrence of maltreatment;
maltreatment in foster care; placement stability;
and timely permanence. These and other data
are tracked and reported by the California Child
Welfare Indicators Project (CCWIP), a collaboration
between the University of California, Berkeley (UCB)
and the California Department of Social Services
(CDSS). The project is housed at UCB’s School
of Social Welfare and provides policymakers, child
welfare workers, researchers, and the public with
direct access to customizable information about
California’s child welfare system.
TITLE IV-E WAIVER
Implemented in July 2007, the Title IV-E Waiver
(Waiver) provides DCFS the flexibility to use Title IV-E
funds for innovative strategies to accelerate efforts
to improve outcomes for children and families. An
improved array of services and supports to children,
youth and families involved in the child welfare
and juvenile justice system includes supporting

family engagement through a more individualized
casework approach emphasizing family involvement;
increasing child safety without an over-reliance on
out-of-home care; improving permanency outcomes
and timelines; improving child and family well-being
and decreasing recidivism and delinquency for
youth on probation. The initial Waiver period ended
on June 30, 2012. The Waiver operated under a
bridge period until the five-year Waiver Extension
was granted on October 1, 2015, and this extension
ended on September 30, 2019.
CHILD WELFARE SERVICES
Emergency Response
Emergency Response (ER) staff responds to
referrals of child abuse and/or neglect. Staff use
Structured Decision Making (SDM) tools to conduct
a thorough safety and risk assessment to determine
the level of risk to the child and the validity of the
allegation.
Prevention Services
Child maltreatment results in serious lifelong physical
and mental health consequences for children1. It is
critical to prevent child maltreatment before it occurs
and to prevent a recurrence of child maltreatment.
In this endeavor, DCFS provides prevention
programs and services such as Prevention and
Aftercare Program (P&A), Child Abuse Prevention,
Intervention, and Treatment (CAPIT), Partnership for
Families (PFF), and Incarcerated Parents Program
(IPP) through community agencies contracted with
DCFS.
The P&A program provides prevention services to
any Los Angeles County family who is at risk of child
abuse and/or neglect. P&A focuses on preventing
child maltreatment and recurrence of child
maltreatment by building and strengthening families’
protective capacities. CAPIT is also available to
any Los Angeles County family who is at risk of
child abuse and/or neglect. CAPIT services include
individual, family and group counseling, parent
support/education, and in-home services. The PFF
program provides home visitation to families with the
following conditions: a child aged five or younger;
a closed inconclusive or substantiated ER referral;
and the referral is assessed as high or very high
risk on the SDM tool. In partnership with the Friends
Outside in Los Angeles and the Sheriff’s Department,

1 World Health Organization. (2016). Child Maltreatment Fact Sheet. Retrieved from: http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs150/en; Widom,
C.S., Horan, J., & Brzustowicz, L. (2015). Childhood Maltreatment Predicts Allostatic Load in Adulthood. Child Abuse & Neglect, 47, 59-69. Doi:
10.1016/j.chiabu.2015.016
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IPP coordinates visits between DCFS-involved
incarcerated mothers at the Century Regional
Detention Facility and their children2.

because they did not meet the criteria for an inperson response time6, termed “evaluated out”
(Figure 2).

Family Maintenance

Figure 3 shows the number of referred children
by Service Planning Area (SPA) for the current
reporting period7. SPA 6 had the highest number of
referred children, followed by SPA 2. The Referral
Map shows all referred children by DCFS office,
which include in-person referrals and evaluated-out
referrals. South County had the highest number of
referrals, followed by Santa Fe Springs, Metro North,
Belvedere, and Van Nuys.

Family Maintenance (FM) is the provision of court
ordered, or if appropriate, voluntary child welfare
services to families when the child can remain safely
in their home. These services are limited to twelve
months.
Permanent Placement
Permanent Placement (PP) services provide an
alternate, permanent family structure for children
who cannot safely remain at home and who are
unlikely to be reunified with their parent(s) or primary
caretaker(s).
Family Reunification
Family Reunification (FR) provides time-limited
foster care services to prevent abuse when the child
cannot safely remain at home and needs temporary
foster care while services are provided to reunite the
family.
REFERRALS RECEIVED
During Calendar Year 2019 (henceforth, all years
refer to calendar years), the DCFS Child Abuse
Hotline received a total of 80,130 referrals3,
involving 155,922 children for allegations of child
abuse or neglect. The number of referred children,
representing 6.5% of the child population (0 – 18
years old) in Los Angeles County4, is considerable
given that it concerned only a single year. Nationally,
37% of children are reported at least once to Child
Protective Services by their 18th birthday5.
The number of referred children in 2019 is 3.9%
lower than the previous year (Figure 1). However,
76.8% of all referrals representing 119,719 children
were serious enough to be involved in an in-person
investigation. Of all referrals, 23.2% representing
36,203 children were closed without an investigation

Referrals by Allegation Type
When child abuse referrals alleging child
maltreatment are counted, CDSS defines seven
reporting categories of abuse and neglect. Also
included is the “At Risk, Sibling Abuse,” which was
added during the implementation of CWS/CMS. This
refers to siblings who may be at risk of abuse, but
are not identified as victims.
Figure 4 shows the distribution by allegation type
of all referrals in 2019. General Neglect continues
to be the most reported allegation type, followed by
At Risk, Sibling Abuse. General Neglect accounted
for 35.9% of the children referred to DCFS in 2019,
slightly increasing from 34.7% in 2018. At Risk,
Sibling Abuse accounted for 21.5%. Sexual abuse
accounted for 9.3%. Since the number of referred
children in 2019 decreased by 3.9% compared to the
previous year, it is not surprising to see decreases
for some allegations. Exploitation accounted for a
very small percentage of the children and exhibited
an increase of four children.
Referrals by Race/Ethnicity and Age
African American children are over-represented in
the child welfare system and exhibited the largest
disproportionality. Figure 5 shows referrals by
race/ethnicity and age. African American children
accounted for 17.1% of all referred children while
they represent only 7.3% of the child population
(aged 0-20) in the county in 20188. Hispanic/Latino

2 DCFS Community-Based Support Division Resources. Updated August 2019.
3 Data source: DCFS CWS/CMS Datamart database as of January 6, 2020 for referrals received from January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019.
4 2018 Population Estimate data source: County of Los Angeles, Internal Services Department, Social Services Systems Division, Estimated CensusTract-City Split Population for Children ages 0 to 18 within the County of Los Angeles, CA.
5 Invisible children. (2017). Child abuse statistics. Retrieved from http://www.invisiblechildren/org/2017/12/29/child-abuse-statistics-the-best-resources/
6 Los Angeles County DCFS Child Protection Hotline policy 0050-502.10
7 Refer to the Los Angeles County SPA maps and the ZIP Code list at the end of the DCFS report to identify the communities in each SPA.
8 Population data source: California Department of Finance. (2019). 2010-2060 Population Projections by Race/Ethnicity, Detailed Age, & Gender.
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children accounted for the largest proportion of all
referred children at 51.9% and represent the majority
of the child population at 60.5%. White and Asian/
Pacific Islander children were under-represented.
White children accounted for 13.1% of all referred
children and represent 17.8% of the child population.
Asian/Pacific Islander children accounted for 3.1%
of all referred children and represent 10.2% of the
child population.

a 0.6% increase from 2018 (Figure 8). Figure 8
shows the caseload breakdown by five child welfare
service components: Emergency Response; Family
Maintenance; Family Reunification; Permanent
Placement and the newly designated category
of Supportive Transition. Family Maintenance
accounted for 33.0% of the caseload while Family
Reunification and Permanent Placement each
accounted for about 29%.

Age
is
another
characteristic
to
detect
disproportionality. Infants and toddlers are
particularly vulnerable to maltreatment. As shown in
Figure 5, children aged 0-2 accounted for 15.6% of
all referred children while they represent 13.1% of
the child population. Children aged 3-15 accounted
for 73.9% of all referred children while they represent
60.4% of the population.

Similar to the number of referrals by SPA, SPA
6 exhibited the largest caseload of both in-home
and out-of-home services while SPA 5 the smallest
(Figure 9). The Caseload Map shows in-home and
out-of-home services caseload by office in 2019.
South County had the highest number of cases,
followed by Vermont Corridor, Belvedere, Metro
North, and Lancaster.

Domestic Violence Related Referrals

CHILD CHARACTERISTICS

The primary data source for domestic violence
related referrals is the SDM database. Of referrals
in 2019, a total of 11,566 referrals (11.2%) had an
identified concern about domestic violence, which is
slightly smaller than in 2018 (12,016). As shown in
Figure 6, by allegation type, more than half of the
domestic violence related referrals were for General
Neglect (56.0%), followed by Emotional Abuse
(27.1%). When broken down by age, 44.0% of
children of domestic violence-related referrals were
0-5 years old and 28.8% of children were 6-10 years
old (Figure 7).

Figure 10 exhibits the demographic data on children
served by DCFS in 2019 by age group, race/ethnicity,
and gender.
Age
•

The most vulnerable DCFS clients are children
ages birth - 2 years old. Children in this age
group accounted for 20.4% of the total caseload,
which is much greater than the group’s overall
percentage of the child population, 13.1%.

•

The number of children ages birth – 2 years old
decreased 0.8% from 7,219 in 2018 to 7,160 in
2019.

Recurrence of Maltreatment
It is concerning that a child is abused or neglected,
but it is alarming when the same child repeatedly
experiences abuse. Of the victims of a substantiated
maltreatment during April–June 2019, 7.1% had a
subsequent referral substantiated by DCFS within
12 months of the initial substantiation.9 Although the
figure is lower than the national standard, 9.1%10,
DCFS is focused on reducing this number.
IN-HOME AND
CASELOAD

OUT-OF-HOME

Race/Ethnicity
•

Children receiving DCFS services experience
similar disproportionality as seen in referrals.
African American children accounted for 23.7%
of the DCFS caseload, which is much greater
than the child population (7.3%). The percentage
of their caseload is also greater than that of
referrals (17.1%, Figure 5). This is indicative of
African American children experiencing a serious
disproportionality.

•

As Hispanics are the majority of the child
population, they also accounted for the majority
of the caseload at 57.4%, but exhibited no

SERVICES

DCFS provides both in-home and out-of-home
services to children and their families. As of the last
day of 2019, a total of 35,087 children received inhome and out-of-home services, which represents

9 If there is a subsequent report of maltreatment within 14 days of the earlier report, it is not counted as recurrent maltreatment. Youth aged 18 or
more are excluded from the calculation of this indicator. Data source: DCFS BIS 01.27.16 (v3). Data-Driven Decision Making Dashboard- Methodology and FAQs, as of September 8, 2019
10 DCFS dashboard as of October 28, 2020
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•

disproportionality compared to the general
population. The number of Hispanic children
decreased 2.3% from 20,600 in 2018 to 20,131
in 2019.

placement and 12.8% in a Resource Family Home
Non-Relative placement.

White and Asian/Pacific Islander children
accounted for 12.0% and 1.6% of the DCFS
caseload respectively while they represent
17.8% and 10.2% of the child population.

Ongoing safety and stability in the family after
permanency is vital for child wellbeing and prevention
of the recurrence of maltreatment. Of all children who
entered foster care in a quarter (April – June 2018)
and discharged within 12 months to reunification,
living with a relative(s), or guardianship, 11.3%
re-entered foster care within 12 months of their
initial discharge11. This is higher than the national
standard, 8.3%. Intervention efforts in collaboration
with community partners are critical.

Gender
•

In 2019, the DCFS caseload was evenly
represented by male and female.

CHILDREN IN OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT
California’s Continuum of Care Reform (CCR) is
a series of reforms advancing the state’s goal of
having all children live as members of committed,
nurturing, and permanent families. Its provisions
reduce the use of congregate care placement
settings for children and youth, increases the use of
home-based family care, and decreases the length of
time required to achieve permanency. As part of this
reform, homes that were formally listed as Relative/
Non-Relative Extended Family Member (Relative/
NREFM) and Foster Home have been categorized as
Resource Family Homes. Effective as of January 1,
2017, Resource Family Approval (RFA) established
one approval process for any prospective foster,
adoption, relative or non-relative extended family
member. A home is known as a “Resource Family
Home” once “Approved.” Caregivers in existence
prior to January 1, 2017 shall be converted to RFA
categories by December 31, 2020. As a result, some
of our current caregivers are not RFA approved.
Figure 11 shows children in out-of-home placement
by SPA. The total number of children in out-of-home
placement decreased 1.3% from 18,156 in 2018 to
17,919 in 2019. As the reform progressed, more
children were placed in Resource Family Homes.
The most significant change was seen by children
who were placed in a relative/non-relative extended
family member home. The number of children in
this category decreased 73.2% from 2,199 in 2018
to 590 in 2019. Many of the homes have been recategorized to Resource Family Homes: Resource
Family Home Non-Relative and Resource Family
Home Relative. Overall, 47.5% percent of children
were placed in a Resource Family Home Relative

Re-entry to Foster Care

Transition Aged Youth
Transition aged youth is defined as youth aged 1621. Many in this age group, especially transition aged
youth with mental health challenges or disabilities,
need special attention because they are not ready
for self-sufficiency when they leave the child welfare
system. Research shows they may face serious
challenges in life. Thus, the department provides
youth with services such as the Independent Living
Program.
In 2019, 1,122 transition aged youth exited the child
welfare system. As shown in Figure 12, 68.5% of the
youth who exited the child welfare system were 21
years old, followed by youth aged 18 (13.5%). Of the
transition aged youth who exited the child welfare
system, 48.5% lived in a Supervised Independent
Living Placement, 14.5% lived in a FFA Certified
Home, 11.4% lived in a Guardian Home, and 5.5%
lived in a Relative Home (Figure 13). Reaching the
age of majority accounts for 57.6% of the youth who
left the child welfare system (Figure 14).
PERMANENCY PARTNERS PROGRAM (P3)
The Permanency Partners Program (P3) was
created in 2004 to provide family finding services to
youth in long-term foster care in need of permanent
connections. Retired and part-time social workers
are employed as secondary workers with a focus on
searching for relatives and NREFM who can provide
support, placement or permanency. The P3 workers
utilize a variety of search techniques including online
investigative platforms and social media to locate
family/NREFM, provide opportunities for them to

11 DCFS dashboard as of October 28, 2020. Children discharged to adoption, who re-enter within 12 months and children in foster care for less than
8 days or who enter or exit foster care at age 18 or more were excluded from the calculation of this indicator. Data source: DCFS BIS 01.27.16 (v3).
Data-Driven Decision Making Dashboard- Methodology and FAQs, as of October 28, 2020.
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connect with youth through visits or phone calls, and
assists the primary social worker with placement
paperwork. P3 services focus on providing
permanency to youth, which includes reunification
with parents, identifying relatives and other adults to
provide legal guardianship or adoption and lifelong
connections.
In 2019, the P3 program provided P3 services for
3,407 children and youth. Of those, a total of 2,988
have an identified permanency outcome or are
moving toward permanency:
1. 2,101 cases were closed with the following
outcomes:
•

1,370 youth had a permanent plan established
o 769 youth returned home to a parent and
had their child welfare case closed
o 449 youth were adopted
o 147 youth had a legal guardian appointed
and their case closed through Kin-Gap
o 5 youth were in legal guardianship prior to
their case closing due to emancipation

•

731 youth exited DCFS care with an adult lifelong
connection

2. 887 youth were moving towards a permanent
plan
•

484 youth were moving towards reunification
with a parent

•

294 youth who were previously opposed to
adoption were involved in adoption planning

•

109 youth had a plan of legal guardianship
identified and were moving through the court
process

In May 2016, the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors enacted a motion instructing P3 to
implement a protocol to provide family finding
efforts to children as close to the time of detention
as possible. In October 2016, the Upfront Family
Finding (UFF) program commenced in the Glendora
and Santa Fe Springs offices to provide family
finding services to children within days of detention.
In January 2018, UFF was implemented in the West
Los Angeles and Vermont Corridor offices, and in
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2019 expanded to the South County, Belvedere,
Santa Clarita, West San Fernando Valley, Hawthorne
and Wateridge offices.
In the year 2019, 972 children received UFF services
from all 10 offices, of those, a total of 629 children
now have a closed DCFS case with the following
outcomes: 79% returned home to parent, 12% were
adopted, 4% were closed through Kin-gap, 4% had
a lifelong connection and only 1% closed with no
permanency option identified.
ADOPTION PLANNING
Figures 15 and 16 show the number of children placed
in adoptive homes from CY 1985 through CY 2019.
During CY 2019, there were 2,331 children placed in
adoptive homes compared to 1,839 placements in
CY 2018. This represents a 26.8% increase.
241.1 HEARINGS
Figure 17 represents data on youth referred for 241.1
Joint Assessment Hearings by either Dependency
Court or Delinquency Court. Children under the
jurisdiction of Dependency Court account for 1.1% of
the youth referred, and Delinquency Court accounts
for 98.9% of youth referred. The number of children
who were referred to Dependency Court increased
from 9 in 2018 to 10 in 2019. The number of children
referred to Delinquency Court in 2019 decreased by
2.7% compared to the previous year.
ICAN PUBLIC WEB SITE
The public may access the DCFS CY 2019 Data
Statement as part of the ICAN State of Child Abuse in
Los Angeles County Report for 2019 at the following
Web Site address:
http:\\ICAN.CO.LA.CA.US
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GLOSSARY
Adoption: A legal process in which a child is freed
from his or her birth parents by relinquishment,
consent or termination of parental rights and placed
with applicants who have been approved to take a
child into their own family and raise as their own with
all of the rights and responsibilities granted thereto
including, but not limited to, the right of inheritance.
Adoption terminates any inheritance from the
parents or other relatives to the child unless they
make specific provision by will or trust; the child
legally inherits from his or her adoptive parents.
The adoption of an American Indian child terminates
inheritance from the biological parents or other
relatives to the child; however, any rights or benefits
the child has or may be eligible for as a result of his
or her status as an American Indian are unaffected.
(Title 22, California Administrative Code, Division 2,
Chapter 3, Subchapter 4).
Age of majority: It is the threshold of adulthood
as recognized or declared in law. The threshold in
California is 18 years of age.
At Risk, Sibling Abuse: Based upon WIC 300
subdivision (j), the child’s sibling has been abused
or neglected, as defined in WIC 300 subdivision (a),
(b), (d), (e), or (i) and there is a substantial risk that
the child will be abused or neglected, as defined in
those subdivisions. The court shall consider the
circumstances surrounding the abuse or neglect
of the sibling, the age and gender of each child,
the nature of the abuse or neglect of the sibling,
the mental condition of the parent or guardian and
any other factors the court considers probative in
determining whether there is a substantial risk to the
child.
Calendar Year (CY): A period of time beginning
January 1 through December 31 for any given year.
California Department of Social Services (CDSS):
The state agency in California responsible for aiding,
servicing and protecting needy children and adults. At
the same time, the Department strives to strengthen
and encourage individual responsibility and
independence for families. By managing and funding
its programs, the objectives of the Department are
carried out through the 4,200 employees located in
51 offices throughout the state, the 58 county welfare
departments, offices and a host of community-based
organizations.
Case: A basic unit of organization in CWS/CMS,

created for each child in a referral found to be a
victim of a substantiated allegation of child abuse
or neglect. When allegations are substantiated, the
referral is promoted to a case. Several children and
adults can be linked together through related cases.
A new case can be created without a referral such as
when there is a probation placement case or a KinGAP case. Both of these cases are open to Revenue
Enhancement for payment purposes only.
Caretaker Absence/Incapacity: This refers
to situations when the child’s parent has been
incarcerated, hospitalized or institutionalized and
cannot arrange for the care of the child; parent’s
whereabouts are unknown or the custodian with
whom the child has been left is unable or unwilling
to provide care and support for the child, or when
the child’s parent or guardian is unable to provide
adequate care for the child due to the parent or
guardian’s mental illness, developmental disability
or substance abuse.
Child Welfare Services/Case Management
System (CWS/CMS): California’s statewideautomated information system composed of multiple
software applications that provide comprehensive
case management functions.
Department of Children and Family Services
(DCFS): The County of Los Angeles child protective
services agency.
Emancipation: It means being free from the custody
and control of the person’s parents, guardians, the
social service agency, and the juvenile court.
Emergency Response: A child protective services
component that includes immediate in-person
response, 24-hours a day and seven days a week,
to reports of abuse, neglect, or exploitation, for the
purpose of providing initial intake services and crisis
intervention to maintain the child safely in his or her
home or to protect the safety of the child.
Emergency Shelter Care: A temporary placement
service, providing 24-hour care for a child who
must be immediately removed from his or her own
home or current foster placement and who cannot
be returned to his or her own home or foster care
placement. In the context of funding, emergency
shelter care shall not exceed 30 calendar days in
any one-placement episode.
Emotional
Abuse:
Means
non-physical
mistreatment, the results of which may be

State of Child Abuse

7

Department of Children and Family Services

characterized by disturbed behavior on the part of
the child such as severe withdrawal, regression,
bizarre behavior, hyperactivity or dangerous actingout behavior. Such disturbed behavior is not deemed,
in and of itself, to be evidence of emotional abuse.
Evaluated-Out Referral: Means an emergency
response referral for which the emergency response
protocol has been completed by the Child Protection
Hotline (CPH) and found to be not in need of an
emergency response in-person investigation by a
CSW. This terminology includes referrals of abuse,
neglect or exploitation over which DCFS has no
jurisdiction (e.g., children on military installations).
Exploitation: Forcing or coercing a child into
performing functions, which are beyond his or her
capabilities or capacities, or into illegal or degrading
acts. See “sexual exploitation.”
Family Maintenance: A child protective services
component that provides time-limited services to
prevent or remedy neglect, abuse, or exploitation,
for the purpose of preventing separation of children
from their families.
Family Preservation Services: Integral to voluntary
services is the utilization of Family Perservation
Services for all high-risk families. Family Preservation
agencies provide in-home services to assist parents/
caregivers in gaining the skills needed to maintain
their family intact.
Family Reunification: A child protective services
component that provides time-limited foster care
services to prevent or remedy neglect, abuse, or
exploitation, when the child cannot safely remain
at home and needs temporary foster care while
services are provided to reunite the family.
Final Decree of Adoption: A court order granting
the completion of the adoption.
Foster Family Agency: It means any public agency
or private organization, organized and operated on
a nonprofit basis, engaged in any of the following:
(A) Recruiting, certifying, approving, and training of,
and providing professional support to, foster parents
and resource families.
(B) Coordinating with county placing agencies to find
homes for foster children in need of care.
(C) Providing services and supports to licensed or
certified foster parents, county-approved resource
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families, and children to the extent authorized by
state and federal law.
Foster Family Agency Certified Home: It refers to
an individual or family certified by a licensed foster
family agency and issued a certificate of approval
by that agency as meeting licensing standards, and
used exclusively by that foster family agency for
placements.
Foster Family Agency Certified Resource Family:
A resource family means an individual or family that
has successfully met both the home environment
assessment and the permanency assessment
criteria necessary for providing care for a child
placed by a public or private child placement agency
by court order or voluntarily placed by a parent or
legal guardian. A foster family agency certified
resource family refers to such a family certified by a
licensed foster family agency and issued a certificate
of approval by that agency as meeting licensing
standards, and used by that foster family agency for
placements.
Foster Family Home (Resource Family Home):
Any home in which 24-hour non-medical care and
supervision are provided in a family setting in the
licensee’s family residence for not more than six
foster children inclusive of the member’s family.
General Neglect: The failure to provide adequate
food, shelter, clothing, and/or medical care or
supervision when no physical injury to the child
occurs.
Group Home: A facility that provides 24-hour nonmedical care and supervision to children, provides
services to a specific client group and maintains a
structured environment, with such services provided
at least in part by staff employed by the licensee.
Kinship Care: Care of a child by a relative/ can
include a relative who is licensed as a foster parent
and can lead to the relative becoming the adopting
parent when parental rights are terminated. In the
context of out-of-home placement with a relative,
care provided by that relative.
Kinship Guardianship Assistance (KIN-GAP):
The intent of the Kin-GAP program is to establish
a program of financial assistance for relative
caregivers who have legal guardianship of a child
while Dependency Court jurisdiction and the DCFS
case are terminated. The rate for the Kin-GAP
program will be applied uniformly statewide.
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Legal Guardian: A person, who is not related to a
minor, empowered by a court to be the guardian of
a minor.

plans (e.g., adoption, legal guardianship); and
refer the caregiver to the Adoptions Division for an
adoptive home study, etc.

Long-term Foster Care (LTFC) [AKA Planned
Permanent Living Arrangement (PPLA)]: A
juvenile court plan that places the child in the home
of a foster caregiver until the child turns 18. The
rights and responsibilities of the birth parents do not
end, but the care, custody and control of the child
remain with the juvenile court.

Permanent Placement: A child protective services
component that provides an alternate, permanent
family structure for children who, because of abuse,
neglect, or exploitation, cannot safely remain at
home and who are unlikely to be reunified with their
parent(s) or primary caretaker(s).

Neglect: Means the negligent treatment or
maltreatment of a child by acts or omissions by a
person responsible for the child’s welfare under
circumstances indicating harm or threatened harm to
the child’s health or welfare, including physical and/
or psychological endangerment. The term includes
both severe and general neglect.
Non-minor dependent: According to AB 12, it
means youth who are receiving extended foster care
benefits.
Non-relative Extended Family Member (NREFM):
Any adult caregiver who has established a familial
or mentoring relationship with the child. The parties
may include relatives of the child, teachers, medical
professionals, clergy, neighbors and family friends.
Out-of-Home Care: The 24-hour care provided to
children whose own families [parent(s)/guardian(s)]
are unable or unwilling to care for them and who
are in need of temporary or long-term substitute
parenting. Out-of-home care providers include
relative caregivers, Resource Family Homes, Small
Family Homes, Group Homes, family homes certified
by a Foster Family Agency and family homes with
DCFS Certified License Pending.
Out-of-Home Care Provider: The individual
providing temporary or long-term substitute parenting
on a 24-hour basis to a child in out-of-home care,
including relatives.
Permanency Planning: The services provided to
achieve legal permanence for a child when efforts to
reunify have failed until the court terminates Family
Reunification. These services include identifying
permanency alternatives, e.g., adoption, legal
guardianship and long-term foster care. Depending
on the identified plan, the following activities may be
provided: inform parents about adoptive planning and
relinquishment; locate potential relative caregivers
and provide them with information about permanent

Physical Abuse: Means non-accidental bodily
injury that has been or is being inflicted on a child.
It includes, but not limited to, those forms of abuse
defined by Penal Code § 11165.3 and .4 as “willful
cruelty or unjustifiable punishment of a child” and
“corporal punishment or injury.”
Placement: The removal of a child from the physical
custody of his/her parent or guardian, followed by
the placement in out-of-home care.
Placement Episode: The continuous period in which
a child remains in out-of-home care. A child placed
and replaced in foster care homes several times
before being returned to his/her parent or guardian
has experienced home “placement episode.”
Recurrence of Maltreatment: The denominator is
the number of children with at least one substantiated
maltreatment allegation during the 12-month
period (from April to March). The numerator is the
number of children in the denominator that had
another substantiated maltreatment allegation
within 12 months of their initial report. Performance
for this measure is the numerator divided by the
denominator, expressed as a percentage.
Reentry to Foster Care: The denominator is
the number of children who entered foster care
in the 12-month period (from April to March) and
discharged within 12 months to reunification, living
with a relative(s), or guardianship. The numerator is
the number of children in the denominator who reentered foster care within 12 months of their discharge
from foster care. Performance for this measure is the
numerator divided by the denominator, expressed
as a percentage.
Relative: A person connected to another by blood
or marriage. It includes parent, stepparent, son,
daughter, brother, sister, stepbrother, stepsister,
half-brother, half-sister, uncle, aunt, niece, nephew,
first cousin or any such person denoted by the prefix
“grand” or “great” or the spouse of any of the persons
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specified in this definition, even after the marriage
has been terminated by death or dissolution.
Resource Family: Families/caregivers that have
been dually prepared and licensed for both foster
or temporary care and adoption. These families
are prepared to work toward reunification with
birth parents and to provide a permanent adoptive
home if reunification fails. Once a plan for legal
guardianship has been approved in accordance with
DCFS Policy, these caregivers are also considered
resource families. Resource Families have an
approved adoption home study on file as well as
being licensed as foster care providers.
Self-Sufficiency: Is defined as being able to meet
one’s basic needs for food, shelter, income, and
overall functioning. It is complementary to the goal
of permanency, as individuals typically function
better when they are surrounded by loving and
caring adults. However, if one’s safety net were to
be removed, self-sufficient adults would still be able
to survive. In order for youth to become thriving, selfsufficient adults, they need to acquire solid assets
and skills, early on, in key areas and outcome areas,
such as, permanency/housing; education; social and
emotional well-being; career/workforce readiness;
health and medication. These four outcome areas
lay the foundation for a successful transition into
adulthood. To develop properly, they must be
addressed and nurtured early on, at the first point
of contact. Having continuous high expectations
for success in these four areas is critical if youth
are to have the support they need to achieve selfsufficiency.
Severe Neglect: The negligent failure of a person
having the care or custody of a child to protect the
child from severe malnutrition or medically diagnosed
non-organic failure to thrive. Severe neglect also
means those situations of neglect where any person
having the care or custody of a child willfully causes
or permits the person or health of the child to be
placed in a situation such that his or her person
or health is endangered as prescribed by WIC §
11165.3, including the intentional failure to provide
adequate food, clothing, shelter or medical care.
Child abandonment would come under this section.
Sexual Abuse: Means the victimization of a child by
sexual activities, including, but not limited to, those
activities defined in Penal Code § 11165.1(a)(b)(c).
See “sexual assault” and “sexual exploitation.”
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Sexual Assault: Conduct in violation of one or more
of the following sections: §§ 261 (rape), 264.1 (rape
in concert), 285 (incest), 286 (sodomy), subdivisions
(a) and (b) of §§ 288 (lewd or lascivious acts upon a
child under 14 years of age), 288a (oral copulation),
289 (penetration of a genital or anal opening by a
foreign object), or 647a (child molestation).
Sexual Exploitation: Conduct involving matter
depicting a minor engaged in obscene acts in
violation of Penal Code § 311.2 (preparing, selling,
or distributing obscene matter) or subdivision (a) of
§ 311.4 (employment of minor to perform obscene
acts).
Any person who knowingly promotes, aids or
assists, employs, uses, persuades, induces or
coerces a child, or any person responsible for a
child’s welfare who knowingly permits or encourages
a child to engage in, or assist others to engage in,
prostitution or a live performance involving obscene
sexual conduct or to either pose or model alone
or with others for the purpose of preparing a film,
photograph, negative, slide, drawing, painting or
other pictorial depiction involving obscene sexual
conduct. “Person responsible for a child’s welfare”
means a parent, guardian, foster parent, or a
licensed administrator, or employee of a public or
private residential home, residential school, or other
residential institution.
Any person who depicts a child in, or who knowingly
develops, duplicates, prints, or exchanges, any film,
photograph, video tape, negative, or slide in which a
child is engaged in an act of obscene, sexual conduct,
except for those activities by law enforcement and
prosecution agencies and other persons described
in subdivisions (c) and (e) of § 311.3.”
Short-Term Residential Therapeutic Program
(STRTP): Under Continuum of Care Reform, STRTPs
were established in place of group home care and
provide more intensive care and supervision, core
services and supports, treatment, and short-term
24-hour care and supervision of children/youth/
non-minor dependents than previously required in
group home settings. STRTPs are intended to serve
children/youth/non-minor dependents who are in
need of a level of care and supervision that cannot
be met in a family-like setting and who are not in
need of inpatient services, such as a psychiatric
hospital or Community Treatment Facility.

Department of Children and Family Services

Small Family Home: Any residential facility in the
licensee’s family residence providing 24-hour a
day care for six or fewer children who are mentally
disordered, developmentally disabled or physically
handicapped and who require special care and
supervision as a result of such disabilities.
Structured Decision Making (SDM) Safety
Assessment: Assesses the child’s present danger
and the interventions currently needed to protect the
child. Assesses whether any children are likely to be
in immediate danger of serious harm/maltreatment
and determines what interventions should be initiated
or maintained to provide appropriate protection.
Substantial Risk: Is based upon WIC § 300 (a),
(b), (c), (d), and (j). It is applicable to situations in
which no clear, current allegations exist for the child,
but the child appears to need preventative services
based upon the family’s history and the level of risk
to the child. This allegation is used when a child is
likely to be a victim of abuse, but no direct reports
of specific abuse exist. The child may be at risk
for physical, emotional, sexual abuse or neglect,
general or severe.

plan is also known as the “Title IV-E Waiver” or
“the Waiver.” The Waiver will allow DCFS and the
Probation Department to test the effect of innovative
flexible funding strategies to accelerate efforts
to improve outcomes for children and families in
Los Angeles County. These efforts will build upon
system improvements already underway in DCFS,
Probation, and their community partners.
Transition Aged Youth: Youth aged 16-21.
Unfounded: An allegation is unfounded if it is
determined to be false, inherently improbable,
involved accidental injury or does not meet the
definition of child abuse.
Unsubstantiated (inconclusive): An allegation
is unsubstantiated if it can neither be proved nor
disproved.

Substantiated: An allegation is substantiated, i.e.,
founded, if it is determined, based upon credible
evidence, to constitute child abuse, neglect or
exploitation as defined by Penal Code § 11165. 6.
Supervised Independent Living Placement: A
supervised and approved placement that is part of the
Extended Foster Care program. SILP is a flexible and
the least restrictive placement setting. It can include:
an apartment (alone or with roommates); shared
living situations; room and board arrangements;
room rented from a landlord, friend or relative, or
former caregiver; or college dorms.
Supportive transition: It is extended foster care
services provided to AB 12 non-minor dependents.
Title IV-E: The section of the Social Security Act
that provides for foster care maintenance payments
for children placed in out-of-home care resulting
from judicial determination or pursuant to voluntary
agreement entered into by the child(ren)’s parent(s)
or legal guardian(s) with a placement agency. The
title of the Social Security Act that authorizes grants
to states for child welfare services, foster care
payments and adoption assistance.
Title IV-E Waiver: The Title IV-E Waiver Capped
Allocation Demonstration Project (CADP) five-year
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Figure 1: Number of Children Referred to DCFS
Calendar Years 2005 - 2019
185,000
181,926

181,827

180,000

176,636

175,000

175,383
172,635

170,471
170,000

167,325

165,000

168,830

167,723

166,745
162,711

162,263

160,000
155,000
150,000

157,960

156,831

155,922
2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Calendar Year

Notes: 										
1. Beginning with CY 2014, data on children referred to DCFS are from CWS/CMS Datamart, an up-to-date DCFS database which
offers a more complete and definitive number of children referred to DCFS. Please note that the total number of referred childen is
higher than the number reported in										
the DCFS Fact Sheet.										
2. Data for CY 2019 are as of 1/6/2020.										

Figure 2: Referred Children by Response Type
Calendar Year 2019

Evaluated-Out
23.2%

In-Person
76.8%

Evaluated-Out
Source: CWS/CMS Datamart - Data as of 1/6/2020
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Figure 3

REFERRED CHILDREN BY SERVICE PLANNING AREA
CALENDAR YEAR 2019
EVALUATED OUT

IN-PERSON
RESPONSE

TOTAL REFERRAL
CHILDREN RECEIVED

SPA 1

2,027

9,815

11,842

SPA 2

5,958

19,872

25,830

SPA 3

4,523

15,371

19,894

SPA 4

3,228

10,588

13,816

SPA 5

748

2,236

2,984

SPA 6

5,759

22,408

28,167

SPA 7

3,979

14,832

18,811

SPA 8

4,601

16,540

21,141

Out of LA County

1,067

1,129

2,196

Invalid Address

4,313

6,928

11,241

36,203

119,719

155,922

SERVICE PLANNING AREA (SPA)

TOTAL

Source: CWS/CMS Datamart - Data as of 1/6/2020			
Note: 			
1. Beginning with CY 2014, data on children referred to DCFS are from CWS/CMS Datamart, an up-to-date DCFS database which offers a more
complete and definitive number of children referred to DCFS, and that the total number of referred childen is higher than the number reported in
the DCFS annual fact sheet.			
2. SPA information is based on address of origin for referrals received by DCFS.			
3. Invalid Address reflects addresses with erronous, incomplete, unknown, P.O. Box, or empty address fields that could not be successfully
matched to the Thomas Bros. Street Network Database.
		

Figure 4: Referred Children by Allegation Type
Calendar Year 2019
(N=155,922)

At Risk, Sibling Abuse
21.5%

Caretaker
Absence/Incapacity
1.1%

Sexual Abuse
Physical Abuse
Severe Neglect

Physical
Abuse
15.9%
Emotional
Abuse
15.2%

Exploitation
0.1%

Sexual Abuse
9.3%

Severe Neglect
0.9%

General Neglect
Emotional Abuse
Exploitation

General Neglect
35.9%

Caretaker
Absence/Incapacity
At Risk, Sibling Abuse

Source: CWS/CMS Datamart - Data as of 1/6/2020									
“Notes:
1. Beginning with CY 2014, data on children referred to DCFS are from CWS/CMS Datamart, an up-to-date DCFS database which offers a more
complete and definitive number of children referred to DCFS, and that the total number of referred childen is higher than the number reported in the
DCFS annual fact sheet.
2. Percentages may not add up to 100 percent due to rounding.”				
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Figure 5

LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES
REFERRED CHILDREN BY AGE AND RACE/ETHNICITY
Calendar Year 2019
Age Group

Ethnicity

Total

Birth-2 Yrs

3 - 4 Yrs

5 - 9 Yrs

10 - 13 Yrs

14 - 15 Yrs

16 - 17 Yrs

18+ Yrs

White

3,126

1,957

5,695

4,789

2,589

2,218

8

20,382

Hispanic/Latino

10,889

7,813

22,986

20,622

9,740

8,883

30

80,963

African American

4,836

2,784

7,988

5,611

2,780

2,630

8

26,637

Asian/Pacific Islander

587

434

1,285

1,152

638

658

4

4,758

American Indian/Alaskan Native

32

23

78

70

21

34

4,863

2,710

6,484

4,774

2,142

1,940

11

22,924

24,333

15,721

44,516

37,018

17,910

16,363

61

155,922

Other
GRAND TOTAL

258

Source: CWS/CMS Datamart - Data as of 1/6/2020								
Notes:								
1. Beginning with CY 2014, data on children referred to DCFS are from CWS/CMS Datamart, an up-to-date DCFS database which
offers a more complete and definitive number of children referred to DCFS. Please note that the total number of referred childen is
higher than the number reported in the DCFS CY 2014 Fact Sheet.							
2. Percentages may not add up to 100 percent due to rounding.

Figure 6: Domestic Violence Related Referrals by Allegation Type
Calendar Year 2019
(N=11,566)
Exploitation
0.0%

Emotional Abuse
27.1%

Caretaker
Absence/Incapacity
0.9%
At Risk, Sibling Abuse
6.4%
Sexual Abuse
1.4%
Physical Abuse
7.2%
Severe Neglect
0.9%

Sexual Abuse
Physical Abuse
Severe Neglect
General Neglect
Emotional Abuse
Exploitation
Caretaker Absence/Incapacity

General Neglect
56.0%

At Risk, Sibling Abuse

Sources: SDM database and CWS/CMS Datamart - Data as of 12/10/2020					
Note: Percentages may not add up to 100 percent due to rounding.					
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Figure 7: Domestic Violence Related Referrals by Age Group
Calendar Year 2019
(N=11,566)
16-18 years old
6.5%

11-15 years
20.7%

0-5 years old
44.0%

6-10 years old
28.8%

0-5 years old

6-10 years old

11-15 years

16-18 years old

Sources: SDM database and CWS/CMS Datamart - Data as of 12/10/2020				

Figure 8: In-Home and Out-of-Home Services Caseload
As of December 31, 2019
(N=35,087)

Permanent Placement
28.7%

Supportive Transition
5.8%
Emergency Response
3.4%

Family Reunification
29.2%
Family Maintenance
33.0%

Emergency Response

Family Maintenance

Permanent Placement

Supportive Transition

Family Reunification

Source: CWS/CMS Datamart - Data as of 1/6/2020				
Note: Percentages may not add up to 100 percent due to rounding.				
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Figure 9

LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES

116

553

8

2

1

22

1,015

1

2,696

2

142

143

123

200

3,918

4,259

4,588

In-Home
Out-ofNon
and OutHome
Adoptive Guardian
Foster
of-Home
Home
Home
Other Care
Care
Placement
Total
Total
640

158

Short Term
Residential
Therapeutic
Program

106

181

470

2,400

17

9

40

33

74

6,386

2,093

27

3,907

1,807

4

13

346

3

853

131

11

214

194

288
28

178

37

22

6

890
522

15

1,024

99

2,799

203
54

1,954

181

24

2

10

78
55

85

109
22

9

9

Resource
Family
Home
Relative

IN-HOME AND OUT-OF-HOME SERVICES CASELOAD BY SERVICE PLANNING AREA
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2019

122

342

292

Resource
Supervised
Family
Independent
Home
Living
NonPlacement
Relative

Out-of-Home Care

120

97

SPA

1,548

123

Foster
Foster
Family
InRelative/ Foster Family
Agency Small
Home NREFM Family Agency Certified Family Group
Home
Home Home Certified Resource Home
Home
Family
Home

1
60
1

39

26

94

50
67

54
7

1,468
4

2,154

2

25

3
216

1,420

2
4

1,424

15

5

1,065

5

482
1

205

292

86

332

150

118

1

157

12

40

4,321

113

246

56

195

108

9

3,041

2,183

1,629

6

6

32

7

1,174

257

313

79

125

88

42

67

4,274

564

111

1

35,087

450

9

1,350

27
1

1,608

3,315
5

127

171
1

17,919

74
1
8,504

205

1,290
1
1,066

575

188

101

2,290

334

1,688

26

8

951

3,141

2

137

894

54

527

108

548
590

371

14,083

8
Outof-LA
County

TOTAL

Invalid
Address

Source: CWS/CMS Datamart - Data as of 1/6/2020
Notes:
(1) SPA information is based on child’s placement address.
(2) NREFM - Non-Relative Extended Family Member
(3) Invalid Address reflects addresses with errornous, incomplete, unknown, P.O. Box, or empty address fields that could not be
successfully matched to the Thomas Bros. Street Network Database.
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Figure 10

LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES
IN-HOME AND OUT-OF-HOME SERVICES
CASELOAD CHILD CHARACTERISTICS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018
AGE GROUP

CHILDREN

PERCENTAGE

Birth - 2 Years

7,160

20.4

3 - 4 Years

4,293

12.2

5 - 9 Years

9,011

25.7

10 - 13 Years

6,271

17.9

14 - 15 Years

2,820

8.0

16 - 17 Years

2,907

8.3

18 Years & Older

2,625

7.5

35,087

100.0

White

4,216

12.0

Hispanic

20,131

57.4

African-American

8,310

23.7

Asian/Pacific Islander

574

1.6

American Indian/Alaskan Native

102

0.3

1,754

5.0

35,087

100.0

Male

17,500

49.9

Female

17,587

50.1

35,087

100.0

TOTAL

ETHNICITY

Other
TOTAL

GENDER

TOTAL

Source: CWS/CMS Datamart - Data as of 1/6/2020
Note: Percentages may not add up to 100 percent due to rounding.
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Figure 11

LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES

SUPERVISED
INDEPENDENT
LIVING
PLACEMENT

RESOURCE
RESOURCE SHORT TERM
FAMILY
FAMILY
RESIDENTIAL
HOME
OTHER
HOME
THERAPEUTIC
NONRELATIVE
PROGRAM
RELATIVE

CHILDREN IN OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT BY SERVICE PLANNING AREA
(NON FOSTER CARE, ADOPTIVE HOME, AND GUARDIAN HOME PLACEMENTS EXCLUDED)
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2019
SMALL
GROUP
FAMILY
HOME
HOME

FOSTER FAMILY
AGENCY
CERTIFIED
RESOURCE
FAMILY HOME

TOTAL

2,696

FOSTER
FAMILY
AGENCY
CERTIFIED
HOME

SERVICE
RELATIVE/ FOSTER
PLANNING
NREFM
FAMILY
AREA
HOME
HOME
(SPA)

1

22

1,015

1

640

553

106

116

1,807

122

3

120

37

SPA 1

1,024

2

181

292

78

97

2,093

39

11

54

288

SPA 2

890

9

203

8

109

342

853

123

28

60

522

50

54

SPA 3

55

214

1

22

94

99

2,799

67

24

10

7

22

85

25

15

1,424

SPA 4
26

482

4

150

2

12

1,954

SPA 5

5

2

292

9

118

1,065

113

205

108

86

SPA 6

1

332

1

157

2,183

40

6

56

32

SPA 7

1,174

257

313

79

125

88

5

42

67

1

3,315
1
8,504

17,919

171
1
1,066

205

74

101

575

1,290

8

26

2,290

188

SPA 8

2
3,141

334

951

894

137

527

54

590

108

TOTAL

Out-of-LA
County
Invalid
Address

Source: CWS/CMS Datamart - Data as of 1/6/2020						
Notes:								
(1) SPA information is based on child’s placement address.		
(2) NREFM - Non-relative Extended Family Member						
(3) Invalid Address reflects addresses with erronous, incomplete, unknown, P.O. Box, or empty address
fields that could not be successfully matched to the Thomas Bros. Street Network Database.
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Figure 12: Age of Transition Aged Youth Who Exited
Calendar Year 2019
(N=1,122)
16 years old
0.2%

17 years old
0.1%

18 years old
13.5%
19 years old
10.7%
20 years old
7.0%

21 years old
68.5%

16 years old

17 years old

18 years old

19 years old

20 years old

21 years old

Source: CWS/CMS Datamart as of 11/4/2020			
Notes: Transition Aged Youth is defined as:				
1. The child’s Exit Date is between January 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019.
2. The child’s age at the time of exit is greater than or equal to 16.
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Figure 13

LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES CHILDREN
TRANSITION AGED YOUTH BY FACILITY TYPE
CALENDAR YEAR 2019
FACILITY TYPE

NUMBER

PERCENTAGE

Supervised Independent Living Placement

544

48.5

FFA Certified Home

163

14.5

Guardian Home

128

11.4

Relative Home

63

5.6

Short Term Residential Therapeutic Prgm

62

5.5

Group Home

59

5.3

Resource Family Home

32

2.9

Foster Family Home

31

2.8

Court Specified Home

19

1.7

Foster Fam Agency Cert Resource Fam Home

19

1.7

Small Family Home

2

0.2

1,122

100.0

TOTAL

Source: CWS/CMS Datamart as of 11/4/2020

Figure 14: Transition Aged Youth by Exit Reason
Calendar Year 2019
(N=1,122)

Non-Minor Dependent
Eligible for Reentry
8.4%
Non-Minor
Dependent Age
Limit Exit
21.2%

Non-Related Legal
Guardian Age Limit Exit
2.5%

Emancipation
9.9%
Age of Majority
57.6%

Non-Related Legal
Guardian Eligible for
Reentry
0.4%

Age of Majority
Emancipation
Non-Minor Dependent Age
Limit Exit
Non-Minor Dependent
Eligible for Reentry
Non-Related Legal Guardian
Age Limit Exit
Non-Related Legal Guardian
Eligible for Reentry

Source: CWS/CMS Datamart as of 11/4/2020			
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Figure 15

ADOPTIONS PERMANENCY PLANNING CASELOAD CHILDREN
PLACED IN ADOPTIVE HOMES DURING THE YEAR
CALENDAR YEARS 1985 THROUGH 2019

CALENDAR YEAR

CHILDREN

1985

524

1986

617

1987

541

1988

698

1989

696

1990

824

1991

1,000

1992

985

1993

1,049

1994

1,027

1995

1,035

1996

1,087

1997

1,346

1998

1,728

1999

2,532

2000

2,992

2001

2,871

2002

2,135

2003

1,842

2004

2,271

2005

2,273

2006

2,230

2007

2,240

2008

2,228

2009

2,148

2010

1,397

2011

1,540

2012

1,500

2013

1,336

2014

1,530

2015

1,535

2016

1,691

2017

1,776

2018

1,839

2019

2,331

Note: Counts subjected to changes due to system update.
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Figure 16: CHILDREN PLACED IN ADOPTIVE HOMES
Calendar Years 1985 Through 2019
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Figure 17

CHILDREN REFERRED FOR 241.1 JOINT ASSESSMENT HEARINGS CY 2019
REFERRALS FOR 241.1 JOINT ASSESSMENTS RECEIVED

Children

Referrals Categorized by Court of Origin
Dependency Court

10

Delinquency Court

881

Referrals Categorized by Type
Reversal (Returns from 600 to 300)

0

Reversal (New 300 After 602)

0

All Other 241.1 Referrals--Not Reversals from Delinquency

0

Inappropriate 241.1 Referrals Evaluated Out

0

DELINQUENCY COURT 241.1 HEARING DISPOSITIONS
Dispositions Categorized By Type
602 Disposition (Wards of Court)

26

Reversal/New 300 Requested and Denied--Child remains a 602

0

725A (Joint Supervision)

24

654 (Joint Supervision)

31

790 DEJ (Joint Supervision)

11

300/602 WIC (SP)

53

300/602 WIC (HOP)

12

300/602 WIC (CCP)

3

Other

1

Dismissal

12

Termination (Both Dependency and Delinquency)

0

Termination (By Delinquency) Open Dep Jurisdiction

1

Delinq Court Jurisdiction Termed

0

Delinq Court Jurisdiction Termed Due to Reversal from 600 to 300

0

Reversal/New 300 Requested and Denied--Jurisdiction Termed without a 300 Pet

0

Delinq Court Dismissal of Pet.

0

Transfer: MDT Program/Out of County

0

601 (Truancy)

0
TOTAL NUMBER OF DISPOSITION

2

DEPENDENCY COURT 241.1 HEARING DISPOSITIONS
Dispositions Categorized By Type
Dependency Court Petition Dismissal (child remaining a 602)

0

Dependency Court J/T before Delinq. Court Petition Dispo

0

Dependency Court Jurisdiction Termed (due to child remaining a 602)

0

Child Remains a 300/No Delinquency Court Jurisdiction

0

Child Remains a 300 Under Joint Supervision

0

New 300/Joint Supervision

0

725(a) WIC

0

654.2 WIC

1

300/602 WIC

1

Delinq Court Jurisdiction Termed/NEW 300

0

Dismissal

0

Other

0

TOTAL NUMBER OF DELINQUENCY AND DEPENDENCY COURT HEARING DISPOSITIONS

DISPOSITIONS BY PERCENTAGE
Total number of 602s as a percent of total number of cases disposed

15%

Total number of cases under joint supervision as a percent of total number of cases disposed

38%

Total number of all other cases as a percent of total number of cases disposed

47%
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